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The health care system in Australia involves the interrelationship of many government and non​ government bodies to provide and fund health services.

Commonwealth Government

· Responsible mainly for forming national health policies and financing the health care system through the collection of taxes. 
· The Commonwealth government provides funding to state and territory governments for health care services. 
· The Commonwealth government has direct responsibility for the health care services and programs of special community groups such as war veterans and the Indigenous community.
State and Territory Governments
· Have prime responsibility for providing health and community services. The main functions of state health authorities are to provide:
· Hospital Services
· Mental health programs
· Dental health services
· Home and community care
· Family health services
· Women's health programs
· Health promotion
· Rehabilitation  systems
Private Sector
· Provide a wide range of services, such as private hospitals, dentists and alternative health services. 
· Privately owned and operated, these services are approved by the Commonwealth Department of Human Services and Health. 
· Generally run by religious organisations, charity groups and private practitioners. 
· Some private organisations such as the National Heart Foundation and the Cancer Council, receive funding from both Slate and Commonwealth governments.
Local Government

· Mainly concerned with environmental control and a range if personal, preventive and home care services. The state health department controls some of these services but the local councils are responsible for implementing them, e.g. immunisation program.

· Mainly concerned with environmental control and a range if personal, preventive and home care services. The state health department controls some of these services but the local councils are responsible for implementing them, e.g. immunisation program.
Community Groups
· Many community groups also promote health, e.g. the Asthma Foundation and Diabetes Australia.
Inquiry

1) Give three examples of health services for which the following providers are responsible

	Provider
	Examples of Services Provided

	Commonwealth Government
	· ___________________________________________________________
·  ___________________________________________________________
·  ___________________________________________________________

	State and Territory Government
	· ___________________________________________________________
·  ___________________________________________________________
·  ___________________________________________________________  



	Private Sector
	· ___________________________________________________________
·  ___________________________________________________________
· ___________________________________________________________  


	Local Government
	· ___________________________________________________________
·  ___________________________________________________________
·  ___________________________________________________________ 


	Community Groups
	· ___________________________________________________________
·  ___________________________________________________________
·  ___________________________________________________________ 



2) How much responsibility should the community assume for individual healthcare?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3) In what ways are individuals responsible for their own health?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4) What can state and commonwealth governments do to safeguard your health?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5) Why is it necessary for so many different organisations to provide healthcare services in Australia?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________
